
May Day Declaration 

 

Today we held the 87th May Day Central Rally.  

 

The large-scale earthquakes that have been hitting Kumamoto Prefecture since April 14 

have caused serious damage continuously and over a wide area. We pray for those who 

have lost their precious lives in the series of earthquake disasters and offer our 

sympathy to those who have suffered damage and been forced to evacuate their homes.  

 

While facing up to the menace of nature, we must pool our strengths and mutually 

support and assist one another in our lives. Five years have passed since the Great East 

Japan Earthquake struck, but there are still many people suffering mental anguish and 

forced to lead inconvenient lives. RENGO (Japanese Trade Union Confederation) will 

continue to fully support the reconstruction and regeneration of disaster-hit areas and 

continue and strengthen activities with comrades not only in the disaster-hit areas but 

throughout the country so that the disaster is definitely never forgotten.  

 

May Day is a day of international worker solidarity. In collaboration with the 

International Trade Union Confederation, we must tackle the eradication of poverty 

and starvation, environmental destruction, and the violation of human rights, which 

are the main causes of the wars, conflicts, and terrorism threatening world peace, and 

realize decent work for all. For this purpose, we must assemble the voices of trade 

unions around the world and, at this year ’s G7 Ise-Shima Summit, appeal for the 

correction of inequality, investment in people and the creation of decent work, gender 

equality, and a transition to a recycling-based society that gives consideration to 

employment.  

 

Domestically, meanwhile, urgent issues include disparities and low incomes stemming 

from differences in employment pattern, gender, company scale, and region and Japan’s 

escape from long-term deflation, which is the cause of people’s anxiety about the future. 

In order to overcome these issues and realize a positive economic cycle, we will endeavor 

through the 2016 spring struggle for a better life to raise and support the livelihoods of 

all working people and correct disparities. In addition, we must improve the stability 

and quality of employment through the realization of policies and systems relating to 

employment, labor, and welfare, eliminate future anxiety through the expansion and 

strengthening of social safety nets relating to child raising, medical treatment, nursing 



care, and so on, and expand collective industrial relations through the formation of 

trade unions.  

 

Never more than today has it been necessary to improve livelihoods. Let’s join hands 

with nonregular workers, including part-time, dispatch, and fixed-term contract 

workers, workers in small and medium-sized companies, and unorganized workers! 

Let’s stand up for all workers and ordinary people! Let’s deepen collaboration with 

like-minded nonprofit organizations, nongovernmental organizations, and other groups! 

And let’s build a secure society centered on work as its core!  

April 29, 2016 

87th May Day Central Rally 

 

RENGO Holds 87th May Day Central Rally, 

Promotes Collaboration with NPOs, NGOs 

---“Let’s join forces in a unified spirit of mutual support and assistance to realize the 

improvement of livelihoods!”---  

 

RENGO (Japanese Trade Union Confederation) held the 87th May Day Central Rally in 

Yoyogi Park, Tokyo, on April 29 under the slogan “Let’s join forces in a unified spirit of 

mutual support and assistance to realize the improvement of livelihoods!” The event 

was attended by about 40,000 people.   

Addressing the participants on behalf of the organizer, RENGO President Rikio 

Kozu said with resolve, “We must tackle the eradication of poverty and starvation, 

environmental destruction, and the violation of human rights, which are the main 

causes of the wars, conflicts, and terrorism threatening world peace, and realize decent 

work for all. We must bring together all working people, including nonregular workers, 

and campaign for the realization of a secure society centered on work as its core.” The 

rally was also addressed by representatives of the government, Tokyo metropolitan 

government, and Minshinto (Democratic Party).  

     A theme of this year ’s event was the deepening of mutual understanding with 

other movements through the building of ties and empathy with nongovernmental 

organizations (NGOs), nonprofit organizations (NPOs), and other groups. About 80 such 

groups, including JILAF, set up imaginative booths to publicize their work, which 

included assistance for disaster areas hit by the Great East Japan Earthquake; support 

for children, young people, and local communities; environmental and ecological 

activities; disaster support; and activities by people with disabilities.  


