
Declaration of Start of 2012 Spring Struggle for a Better Life 

 

A tumultuous year, which saw a national crisis brought about by the Great East Japan 

Earthquake, the appreciation of the yen to historically record-high levels, and jitters in 

worldwide financial markets, has passed, and a new one has begun. We must strive for 

reconstruction and rebirth as soon as possible and make this year the beginning of a 

new leap forward.  

 

The surrounding environment is harsh, including such factors as the uncertainty and 

sense of opaqueness in the global economy, the advance of deflation in the Japanese 

economy, and the exceptionally strong yen. If we just stand idly by, however, we will not 

be able to achieve the reconstruction and rebirth of areas hit by the Great East Japan 

Earthquake or return the Japanese economy as a whole to a track of sustained and 

stable growth as quickly as possible by resolving the structural problems that were 

issues even before the disaster.  

 

Workers continue to be worried about their jobs, their wages, and the future, and in a 

chain reaction this anxiety leads to a slump in consumption. A vicious cycle is being 

repeated whereby a lack of demand is causing the Japanese economy to stagnate even 

further. The 2012 Spring Struggle for a Better Life will be a struggle to enlarge the 

ranks of middle-income earners through the appropriate distribution of profits, thereby 

expanding consumption and domestic demand and realizing sustainable growth and a 

break away from deflation.  

 

What management is required to do now is to change its stance inclined toward 

short-term corporate interests and labour cost reduction, stabilize jobs and wages, and, 

as the responsibility of management, eliminate the worries of working people. In order 

to protect the livelihood of working people, any further drop in the wage level must be 

prevented at all costs. The wage level of ordinary workers has fallen by 7.1% from the 

1997 level. The increased number of nonregular workers and employment uncertainty 

among young people are becoming serious issues too. There are now 11 million people 

with an annual income of less than 2 million yen, and the number of livelihood 

protection beneficiaries exceeds 2.06 million persons. The problems of poverty and 

disparities have surpassed socially tolerable levels. 

 

Focusing our attention on all workers, we will endeavor to restore falling wages, correct 



disparities, and raise and maintain wages. At the same time, we firmly believe that 

enhancing the human resources and on-the-job capabilities that support industries and 

companies is the only way to overcome the many difficulties facing us. The management 

side as usual refuses to alter its position of seeking to restrain total personnel expenses 

and in addition is calling for a freezing or revision of the year-by-year basic wage hike 

determined by length of service, a proposal that could shake the foundations of 

labour-management relations and is completely out of the question.   

 

The full-fledged struggle begins today. The RENGO Headquarters, affiliated 

organizations, and regional branches of RENGO will unite to further strengthen and 

actively promote negotiating capabilities and organizational capabilities with the aim of 

realizing a “secure society centered on work as its core” and improving the conditions of 

all workers in a campaign centering on the 2012 Spring Struggle for a Better Life and 

RENGO’s efforts to realize policies and systems in 2012.  

 

Backed by our slogan of “Let us do all we can for reconstruction and recovery and build 

a secure society centered on work as its core,” let us whip up the struggle in 

battlegrounds and communities, extend the fight to embrace all working people, 

including unorganized and part-time workers, and rally the anger of individual workers 

into demands and action.  

 

RENGO hereby declares the start of the 2012 Spring Struggle for a Better Life.  
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