
1 
 

May Day Declaration 

 

Today we held the 84th May Day Central Rally.  

 

Already two years have past since the Great East Japan Earthquake, but still the 

people who suffered from the disaster are facing extreme hardships due to the lack of 

progress in reconstruction, prolonged evacuation, and job instability. More than 

anything else, the stable employment of people in the disaster area is essential in order 

to speed up the area’s reconstruction.  

 

From now on also, we will deepen bonds with the disaster area and make the utmost 

efforts to achieve its reconstruction and rebirth.  

 

Meanwhile, Japan is facing a serious situation, including such factors as the prolonged 

deflationary economy, the problem of expanding disparities and poverty, increasing 

employment instability, and a social security system that gives rise to anxiety about the 

future. Now is the time for us to demand that people be placed at the core of the 

economy and to strongly urge the realization of policies from the standpoint of working 

people and the general public, including the stabilization of jobs and correction of 

disparities, the promotion of worker protection and realization of decent work, and 

strengthening of the social safety net and income redistribution functions.  

 

At the same time, it is necessary to make the utmost efforts to restore the scarred 

employment and working conditions and endeavor to improve the wages and working 

conditions of all workers. We will call on management to “invest in people” and pursue 

the appropriate distribution of profits. Let’s continue the spring struggle for a better life 

right to the end, link it to the expansion of consumption and domestic demand, and 

realize a sustainable society in which people can truly feel comfort and affluence! 

 

Labour unions are an indispensable presence in society. In order to establish collective 

labour-management relations in all workplaces, it is necessary for us to actively appeal 

the social significance of unions and to promote organizing as many comrades as 

possible. People cannot live alone. Let’s expand the circle of mutual help and mutual 

support and strengthen our solidarity! 

 

Overseas, conditions continue to exist that pose a threat to freedom and peace. The 
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development of nuclear weapons and nuclear tests are being carried out, and regional 

disputes and terrorism are incessant. We will not tolerate such things by any country, 

and we will continue our campaigns for the abolition of nuclear weapons, relief from the 

violation of human rights, and complete settlement of the problem of the abduction of 

Japanese citizens by North Korea.  

 

May Day is an international day of solidarity. The violation of human rights, including 

the basic rights of workers, and the severe oppression and persecution of union activists 

are still rampant around the world. The number of young people without jobs and 

nonregular employment are on the rise, and poverty and disparities are spreading due 

to the lack of social protection and other factors.  

 

In solidarity with the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) and trade 

unions in other countries, we will promote efforts to realize freedom, permanent world 

peace, and decent work for all people and aim to correct disparities and eradicate 

poverty.  

 

On May Day, it is working people who are the main actors. In cooperation with NGOs, 

NPOs, and others sharing the same aspirations, and in solidarity with all working 

people, we hereby declare that we will strive to put a stop to the disparities in society, 

improve living conditions, and realize a secure society centered on work as its core!  

 

April 27, 2013 

84th May Day Central Rally 

 


